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Fail
Kendra*, senior in agricultural business, 
finally downloaded Tinder after constant 
pestering from her friends. Within a couple 
of weeks of downloading the app, Kendra 
had met two guys. While her first date went 
well, her second date out was anything but 
a romantic night out.She should’ve known 
right away that he was a little creepy.
“He told me he was looking for whatever 
was out there. I should have known 
that as my first clue of, this guy’s 
kind of a creeper,” Kendra says.
He asked her to go to a movie she had been 
dying to see, “The Hobbit,” so she agreed to 
go. She figured, why not? It was a free movie.
When the night of the date arrived, Kendra 
became very hesitant to go. She lied and 
told him that she had to work late and 
couldn’t go to the movie, but he was very 
persistent. He was more than willing to 
work around her work schedule. 
tinder
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The dating app Tinder is providing students
with a slew of interesting experiences.
   *Names were changed to protect the identities 
of those involved. 
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So, she finally agreed to go.
After she had already agreed, she 
realized he was going to make her pay.
“He was like, ‘do you mind if we go 
Dutch?’” Kendra says. “I was like 
are you kidding me? You’re going to 
make me pay for my own ticket?”
To add to her frustration, “The Hobbit” 
was not playing in Ames, so Kendra had 
to drive all the way to Des Moines to 
meet her date. Kendra made sure two of 
her guy friends from work were checking 
up on her periodically throughout the 
night. After asking for one ticket at the 
ticket office, Kendra realized she had 
been charged for two tickets when 
she heard the clerk say, “$22.50.”
“I didn’t have the heart to say no, so I 
bought this guy his ticket,” Kendra says.
The date didn’t get any better. Kendra’s date 
was telling her a lot of personal information 
that she was not comfortable hearing. 
During the movie, he rested his hand on her 
leg slowly creeping it up until she pushed it 
away. He was constantly talking about the 
movie and trying to slide his arm around her.
Kendra was relieved when the date 
was over. When it was time to go their 
separate ways, Kendra’s date gave her a 
hug and said, “We should do this again.”
Kendra has no intention of meeting up 
with this Tinder match again and says she 
is very glad she had friends checking up 
on her. You never know the kind of person 
you’ll be meeting up with, she says.
Blazing Encounter
As Chris Hiserote, sophomore in 
pre-business, was contemplating driving to 
one of his Tinder match’s house to meet her 
for the first time, he couldn’t help but to be 
a little sketched out, thinking, “this chick is 
just randomly inviting me over to her place.”
Chris had messaged her a corny line on 
Tinder, and they talked for a couple of days 
but stopped. After about four days Chris 
heard from the girl again, telling him to text 
her. She then persuaded him to go over to 
her place.  It was a Sunday night and he 
didn’t have anything else to do, so he 
decided to take her up on her offer.
Chris hopped in his car and cruised 
to her house still a little confused. His 
Tinder match greeted him at the door and 
showed him around her house. Chris, 
being the outgoing guy he is, made things 
normal and kept conversation going.
“You can go upstairs if you want,” the 
girl tells him after a short time. 
Chris made his way upstairs and into 
her bedroom doorway, shocked to see 
the room covered in papers, marijuana 
seeds and paraphernalia. He didn’t have 
a problem with it, so he awkwardly stood 
beside her bed, not knowing what to do. 
She told him to sit down, and the next 
thing he knew she was straddling his lap.
“She wasn’t even shy about it. She just 
walks up to me and straddles me and 
starts making out with me,” Chris says.
One thing led to another and the two 
ended up hooking up. Afterward she 
offered him a bowl and a massage 
as they talked until about 2 a.m.
“What’s running through my head is 
like, seriously this app. I got this app as 
a joke and look what happened. Are you 
kidding me right now?” Chris says.
Chris eventually had to leave so he could 
get up for his 9 a.m. class, but he sat in his 
car for about five minutes before heading 
home, bewildered by what messing around 
on a phone app had brought him.  
 Chris says he hasn’t heard from her since 
or tried to message her, but he wouldn’t be 
opposed to another casual hangout. Tinder 
definitely gave him a fiery experience.
Tinderella Story                                  
When first getting Tinder, Britney*, 
junior in psychology and history, did not 
take it seriously. She definitely wasn’t 
expecting to meet anyone after getting 
message after message asking her to meet 
up for a party or go to the bars. To her 
surprise, that’s exactly what happened.
After messaging a guy for about a day and a 
half, she realized that there was something 
different about him, and the two exchanged 
numbers. They could hold a conversation 
all day long, and it was nothing about 
parties. Four days later, Britney and her 
Tinder match met up at the library.
“I was nervous…you’re thinking, I hope 
he looks like his pictures, and you don’t 
want the other person to be disappointed 
in what you look like—in real light 
not behind a filter,” Britney says.
The conversation flowed, and her 
Tinder match asked her on a date to 
Orange Leaf two days later. They arrived 
around 7:30 p.m. and were caught up in 
conversation until the restaurant closed.
“We just got along really, really well, and…
sparks flew that night,” Britney says.
Things progressed from there. The 
two started dating in November, 
with their three month anniversary 
landing on Valentine’s Day.
Britney says she might not have ever 
met her boyfriend without matching 
with him on Tinder. The two often say 
they met at the library because of the 
stigma with dating apps and sites.
“We’re in a relationship. It’s great; I love it. 
It feels like a normal relationship,” Britney 
says. “Just because it started in a different 
way doesn’t mean it’s remained different.”
“
“
What’s running through my 
head is like, seriously this 
app. I got this app as a joke 
and look what happened. Are 
you kidding me right now?
